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and of Finance Statistics of the American Commonwealths, by Prof. 
E. R. A. Seligmaun, will be especially interested in the criticism. 

"A false impression has been created by a mixing up of Imperial 
and local funds, which renders the Treasury return so indefinite and 
misleading that it is really impossible to ascertain from it how matters 
actually stand. 

" One word must be added as to the form in which the returns are 
rendered. That has been improved lately, but that it stands in need 
of still further improvement is sufficiently obvious from the fact that 
all the process of analysis through which we have gone is necessary 
in order to arrive at an approximation to the true facts, and that not 
even by the most careful analysis is it possible to ascertain exactly 
what portion of the total receipts constitutes Imperial revenue, and 
which portion belongs to the local authorities. And, in passing, it 
must be said that this is only one of the complications that Mr. Gos- 
chen has introduced into our system of account. What with special 
funds of one kind and another, — defence funds, local finance funds, 
etc., — the accounts have been so muddled up that we feel confident 
not one member of the House of Commons out of a hundred could, if 
called upon, say exactly how our finances stand. And where there 
is this ignorance, how can there be efficient financial control ? Com- 
plete and easily intelligible accounts are the sine qua non, if we are 
to have efficient Parliamentary supervision, and one of the first 
reforms to be effected should be the separation of the local revenues 
from the Imperial. It is true the present system of passing the local 
funds through the Treasury gives the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
the temporary use of money which belongs to other authorities ; but 
what he gains they lose, and if there is profit to be made by the use 
of the funds allocated to local purposes, it is the local authorities and 
not the Imperial Exchequer that these profits should go to." 



VITAL STATISTICS OF TRINIDAD, B. W. I. 



In a paper entitled Our Population: A review of the vital statistics 
of Trinidad, B. W. I. (June, 1890, pp. 28), the author, Henry James 
Clark, the Government Statist, arrives at the following general con- 
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elusions, which are of interest as indicating a phase of the popula- 
tion problem, often referred to in colonial reports. 

" It seems only natural to assume that it would be wiser to increase 
our stock of labor by preserving the infant life among our own people 
than to rely for that increase upon an expensive system of imported 
labor, aud that, therefore, even from this low point of view the exces- 
sive infant mortality revealed in the facts and figures of this article 
calls loudly for some effort to check its increasing proportions, so as 
at least to minimize the number of deaths from preventable causes. 
The marked success of the Gordon Ward, and its already wide popu- 
larity, point strongly to the establishment of Day-homes, or Creches, 
where, for a nominal consideration, children could be kept and tended 
during the absence of the mothers at work, as likely to be of incalcu- 
lable benefit in saving infant life." 

" That seeing an increase in the proportion of women to be intro- 
duced among our East Indian immigrants would displeey lead to a 
large increase in the birth-rate of that class of our population, such 
increased proportion, even if attended by increased expenditure, be- 
comes from the standpoint of population a simple question of present 
or deferred expenditure, while the many other self-evident advantages 
that would accrue from it seem, to the writer, largely to outweigh any 
monetary consideration that might be urged against it." 

" That, leaving aside all higher considerations, and looking solely to 
their effect in checking the natural increase of our population, the two 
great blots on the social and moral life of the colony, concubinage and 
illegitimacy, deserve far more attention than they have hitherto re- 
ceived." 

" That the large proportion which our hospital deaths bears to our 
total deaths, and the equally large proportion among those deaths 
occurring soon after admission, point clearly to a certain amount of 
preventable adult mortality, and to the urgent need of some reform 
in our present system of out-door relief and medical attendance on the 
sick poor. In this connection the writer is of opinion that every en- 
couragement should be given to Friendly Societies (of which several 
have recently been started), one of whose main objects is to secure 
for members and their families, when ill, better and more regular med- 
ical care and attendance." 



